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CAUTION : 


Hazardous  slopes  and  cliffs 
exist  on  this  site.  Visitors  are 
cautioned  to  stay  on  surfaced 
trails.  Do  not  approach  steep 
slopes  or  cliff  edges. 


BUFFALO  ROCK  STATE  PARK 


ANCIENT  ARTFORM  RECALLED 

This  150  acre  former  mine  site, 
which  is  approximately 
1  mile  long  and  rises  90  feet 
above  the  Illinois  River,  now 
contains  five  large  earthen 
figures,  or  effigies,  of  aquatic 
animals  native  to  this  area. 
Represented  in  geometric  form 
are  a  water  strider,  a  frog,  a 
catfish,  a  turtle,  and  a  snake. 

Inspiration  for  the  Effigy 
Tumuli  Sculpfure  was  drawn 
from  the  mound  building 
practices  of  prehistoric  Indians 
in  central  and  eastern  North 
America.  Beginning  over  3,000 
years  ago  and  lasting  for  nearly 
1,500  years,  our  continent's 
early  inhabitants  constructed 
earthen  effigies  representing 
animals,  man,  and  geometric 
shapes.  These  effigies  usually 
were  created  to  form  temple 
platforms  or  to  serve  as  burial 
mounds,  which  are  called 
tumuli.  Thus,  the  Effigy  Tumuli 
Sculpfure  is  a  deliberate 
reference  to  the  mound 
builder's  ancient  artform  and 
draws  its  name  from  their  earth 
sculpting  practices. 

As  one  of  the  largest  earth 
sculptures  ever  built  and  the 
largest  since  Mt.  Rushmore,  the 
Effigy  Tumuli  Sculpfure  is  a 
significant  artwork  in  terms  of  its 
expansive  size,  subject  matter, 
and  use  of  earth  with  heavy 
construction  equipment. 


LAND  SCARS  TRANSFORMED 

From  1934  to  1942,  the  site 
was  surface  mined  in  pursuit  of 
a  meager  1-1/2  feet  thick  seam 
of  coal.  As  mining  progressed, 
ridges  and  piles  of  mine  spoil 
averaging  25  feet  high  were 
formed  as  soil  and  rock  were 
excavated  to  reach  the  coal. 
When  mining  ended,  no 
regulations  existed  requiring 
mine  operators  to  reclaim  their 
mines.  Consequently,  spoil 
materials  left  exposed  as  a 
result  of  surface  mining 
techniques  became  so  acidic 
that  the  site  could  not  sustain 
vegetation  or  wildlife.  Erosion  of 
the  bare  spoils  allowed 
acidified  water  and  sediment 
to  flow  into  the  Illinois  River, 
highway  ditches,  and  a  nearby 
lake,  contaminating  them  all. 
For  43  years,  the  site  remained 
a  barren  wasteland. 

Finally,  in  1985,  the  combined 
reclamation  and  land  sculpture 
project  was  carried  out.  The 
project  involved  many  work 
items:  neutralizing  6.3  million 
gallons  of  acidic  water  that 
had  collected  on-site, 
regrading  463,000  cubic  yards 
of  spoil  material  to  the  artist's 
design  and  the  reclamation 
plan,  adjusting  soil  acidity  with 
agricultural  limestone,  seeding 
the  area  with  grasses,  and 
applying  straw  mulch  to  the 
seeding  area  and  excelsior 
blankets  to  the  effigies  for 
improved  seed  germination 
and  erosion  control.  Following 
reclamation,  the  site  once 
again  is  sustaining  plant  and 
animal  life. 


CREATIVE  TEAMWORK 

Acting  on  a  private 
organization's  offer  to  provide 
an  artist's  services,  the  Illinois 
Abandoned  Mined  Lands 
Reclamation  Council  entered 
into  a  unique  public-private 
partnership  to  combine 
traditional  reclamation 
techniques  with  artistic  land 
sculpting.  Working  together,  the 
Council  prepared  reclamation 
plans  and  specifications,  the 
Ottawa  Silica  Company 
Foundation  commissioned  the 
noted  artist  Michael  Heizer  to 
design  the  earth-art 
component  of  reclamation, 
and  the  Ottawa  Silica 
Company  donated  the  land  to 
the  State  for  reclamation  and 
public  recreation. 

Now  managed  by  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation  as 
part  of  its  Buffalo  Rock  State 
Park,  the  Effigy  Tumuli  Sculpfure 
site  is  open  for  the  public  to 
enjoy  exceptional  views  of  the 
Illinois  River  valley  and  to  have 
a  "hands-on"  experience  of 
earth-art.  Recreational  facilities 
planned  for  the  future  include 
hiking,  biking,  and  cross-country 
skiing  trails,  interpretive  displays, 
and  support  facilities. 

Buffalo  Rock  State  Park  is 
located  2  miles  west  of  Ottawa 
on  Dee  Bennett  Road.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Site 
Superintendent,  Illinois  & 
Michigan  Canal  State  Trail,  Box 
272,  Morris,  Illinois  60450,  phone 
(815)  942-0796. 

The  Department  of  Conservation  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
Printed  by  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
(R7-5874 — 25M — 3/87) 


NEW  ILLINOIS  LANDMARK 


An  abandoned  surface  mine 
adjacent  to  Buffalo  Rock  State 
Park,  once  a  major  source  of 
land  and  water  pollution,  has 
been  transformed  into  a  unique 
Illinois  landmark  offering 
exceptional  recreational 
experiences  for  outdoor 
enthusiasts  and  art  lovers  alike. 


In  1985,  a  creative  approach  to 
reclamation,  developed 
through  a  partnership  of  public 
and  private  groups,  resulted  in 
changing  a  barren  wasteland 
into  an  environmental,  cultural, 
and  recreational  asset 
featuring  the  Effigy  Tumuli 
Sculpfure. 


Appearing  in  the  photo 
below,  from  foreground  to 
background,  are  three  of  five 
earthen  figures  created  during 
reclamation:  the  water  strider, 
the  frog,  and  the  catfish. 


Photo  by  Ottawa  Silica  Company  Foundation 
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